
Submit Yourselves 

 “Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether to a king as 

the one in authority, or to governors as sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and 

the praise of those who do right.”  1 Peter 2:13-14 

The current political climate which we find ourselves in here in the United States is one of deep 

division and at times vicious acrimony. The day of collegial disagreement between political opponents 

seems to be part of a museum piece now and is most definitely part of a by-gone era. This era of 

uncivil disagreement has not been limited to just the political arena, it has seeped into virtually every 

institution in our republic. As a pastor the most disturbing part of this has been how some within the 

church have chosen to handle their disagreement with the political leadership of our nation. 

What is our obligation towards the government as Christians? We are to be good citizens of our 

country and that starts by submitting ourselves “to every human institution.” Even though as 

Christians we are not ultimately under human authority, the heavenly Father still expects us to 

submit “to every human institution” which God has ordained. God wants us to demonstrate to the lost 

and watching world godly character qualities. Qualities like a genuine concern for our society – a 

concern that seeks peace. 1 Peter 3:11 says,  

“HE MUST TURN AWAY FROM EVIL AND DO GOOD; HE MUST SEEK PEACE 

AND PURSUE IT.” 

God wants us to have a desire to prevent trouble, not contribute to it. Romans 12:17-21 admonishes us 

to, 

 “Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right in the sight of all men. If 

possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men. Never take your own 

revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, ‘VENGEANCE 

IS MINE, I WILL REPAY,’ says the LORD. ‘BUT IF YOUR ENEMY IS HUNGRY, 

FEED HIM, AND IF HE IS THIRSTY, GIVE HIM A DRINK; FOR IN SO DOING 

YOU WILL HEAP BURNING COALS ON HIS HEAD.’ Do not be overcome by evil, 

but overcome evil with good.” 

 In order to be obedient in all of this we as Christians are to obey all laws and we are to respect all 

authority, unless we are called upon to do something that God forbids or not do something that He 

commands us to do. 

The phrase “submit yourselves” is translated from the Greek word huputasso and it is a military term 

that literally means, “to arrange in formation under the commander.” Proverbs 24:21-22 says, 

“My son, fear the LORD and the king; Do not associate with those who are given to 

change, For their calamity will rise suddenly, And who knows the ruin that comes from 

both of them?”  

Submission to those who are in authority over us is right because God has appointed them, this means 

that there is no place for supporting “those who are given to change.” Who is he talking about here? 

He is talking about those who are rebels against the government, who might seek to overthrow the 

government. 

A decade before this was written Paul wrote the following in Romans 13:1-4,  



“Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no 

authority except from God, and those which exist are established by God. Therefore 

whoever resists authority has opposed the ordinance of God; and they who have 

opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves. For rulers are not a cause of fear 

for good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to have no fear of authority? Do what is 

good and you will have praise from the same; for it is a minister of God to you for 

good. But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the sword for nothing; 

for it is a minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath on the one who practices evil.” 

Peter and Paul both lived in the Roman Empire which was an openly sinful and decadent culture. It 

was a society that was famous for its evil, homosexuality, infanticide, government corruption, abuse of 

women, immorality, and violence. Despite this neither Paul or Peter gave an exemption for believers 

to defy civil authority. 

Throughout history there has been civil disobedience, insurrections and revolutions all in the name of 

Christianity. But Scripture nowhere gives approval to such actions. Instead the Bible commands us 

to “submit” to those in authority over us, no matter how unreasonable or evil they may be. Why? 

Look at verse 13 again, “for the Lord’s sake.” We are to be obedient citizens because that glorifies the 

Lord when we do that. We are not submissive, when we are subversive, when we are overly critical of 

the governing authority we do not honor Christ. After all God has ordained who is in power, whether 

you voted for them or not. 

Let me encourage you to do one other thing as well. Pray for your leaders. Pray for President Trump 

whether you approve of all that he says and does. I find myself mystified by our President quite often, 

but I pray for him quite often as well. Just as I prayed for President Obama whom I differed with 

greatly on policy. We must always remember the words of Philippians 3:20,  

“For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the 

Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 


