
What To Watch For: Doctrine 
 

 “A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good 
fruit.”  Matthew 7:18 

 
 
The second area by which we can judge a false teacher is the area of doctrine. Most of the time 
what a false teacher teaches seems to be Biblical and seems to be orthodox, but when we look 
at it a bit closer we see ideas and concepts that are unscriptural and an absence of strong and 
clear theology. False ideas are taught and important Biblical truths are omitted. Most of the 
time there is a combination of both. Eventually though, the fruit of the tree will show itself for 
what it is, because as Matthew 7:18 says,  
 

“A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit.” 
 
The teaching of a false teacher will not be able to withstand the scrutiny of Scripture. All false 
teachers have an inadequate, incomplete, and distorted view of Christ. If Satan, who is the 
great deceiver, can deceive, confuse, and mislead people about the person and work of Jesus 
Christ, then he has confused and misled them about the very heart of the gospel. 
In the passage which we have been focusing on the Lord Jesus Christ has just shown us that 
the way of salvation, the “gate” to God’s kingdom and life, is a narrow gate and it is a 
demanding one as well. The gate to hell and destruction on the other hand is wide and well-
traveled and doesn’t take much effort. On the heels of that, Jesus immediately begins to warn 
us about false teachers or “false prophets” and how to identify them. The false shepherd’s 
way to heaven will never be God’s way, and their way of living will never be God’s standard of 
living. 
 
The late theologian Arthur Pink once said, “False prophets are to be found in the circles of the 
most orthodox, and they pretend to have a fervent love for souls, yet they fatally delude 
multitudes concerning the way of salvation. The pulpit, platform, and pamphlet hucksters have 
wantonly lowered the standard of divine holiness and so adulterated the Gospel in order to 
make it palatable to the carnal mind.” 
 
The doctrine of the false teachers never has a narrow gate or a narrow way.  At first glance 
their message sounds difficult and demanding, but it will always rest on the foundation of a 
person’s work and will therefore always be able to be accomplished by our effort. They never 
reveal the depth or the danger of sin and depravity, the need for repentance, forgiveness, and 
submission to the Lord, or the destiny of judgment, condemnation, and the eternal destruction 
for those who die apart from God. There’s no humbleness and brokenness over sin and there’s 
no longing after righteousness. They always seem to have an easy answer for the problems in 
people’s lives and they always seem to give false assurance to people concerning salvation. 

  
Jeremiah 6:14 says, “They have healed the brokenness of My people 
superficially, Saying, ‘Peace, peace,’ But there is no peace.”  
 

There is no humility, no warning of God’s judgment, and no call for repentance and a contrite 
heart of obedience. False teachers always seem to have a large and willing audience, because 
they say only what people like to hear.  



 
In Jeremiah 5:31 it says, “The prophets prophesy falsely; And the priests rule  
on their own authority; And My people love it so!”  

 
Just as in Jeremiah’s day, people want to hear illusions, not truth. They are enamored with 
pleasure and sensationalism and they resent, in fact often in anger, being confronted with 
anything that condemns the way the live in the flesh. They want encouragement but no 
correction, positive words but not negative truth. They will accept grace as long as it is cheap 
grace and does not confront their own sinfulness, and inadequacies, and lost-ness.  Paul spoke 
directly to this unfortunate reality in 2 Timothy 4:3, 
 

 “For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but 
wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves 
teachers in accordance to their own desires.” 

 
The doctrine of the false teacher, if they have any at all, will be vague, indefinite, and lack any 
strong consistency. There will be no absolute and clear-cut truths, and every principle will be 
easy and attractive. 
 
Arthur Pink said, “Any preacher who rejects God’s law, who denies repentance to be a condition 
of salvation, who assures the giddy and godless that they are loved by God, who declares that 
saving faith is nothing more than an act of the will which every person has the power to 
perform is a false prophet and should be shunned as a deadly plague.” False teachers talk a lot 
about the love of God but they refuse to address His holiness, a lot about people who are 
deprived but nothing about those who are depraved, a lot about God’s universal fatherhood of 
every single human being but nothing about His unique Fatherhood only of those who are His 
children through faith in Jesus Christ, His Son, a lot about what God will give to us but nothing 
about obedience to Him, a lot about health and happiness but nothing about holiness and 
sacrifice.  
 
The message of false teachers is a message with huge gaps, and the greatest gap is the gap 
that leaves out the truth that saves. 
 
 
 


