
 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, 
but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter.”  Matt 7:21 

The second reason that people are self-deceived about their salvation is a failure to self-examine. 
Many professing Christians have a faulty and presumptuous view and therefore misunderstanding 
of God’s grace. Because of this they ignorantly go through life oblivious to and unconcerned about 
their sins. Yet the Lord tells us to examine our lives every time we come to the Lord’s Table. 1 
Corinthians 11:28 says, “But a man must examine himself, and in so doing he is to eat of 
the bread and drink of the cup.” In 2 Corinthians 13:5 Paul writes, “Test yourselves to see if 
you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize this about yourselves, 
that Jesus Christ is in you – unless indeed you fail the test?” Such self-examination looks at 
the heart and also at our inner motivations and desires to see if they are set toward God’s holiness 
and glory. 

In 1 John 1:8-9 it says, “If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the 
truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” Someone who is unconcerned about having 
their current sins cleansed has good reason to doubt that their past sins have been forgiven. 
Someone who has no desire to come to the Lord for continued cleansing has reason to doubt that 
they ever came to the Lord to receive salvation. 

When a couple lives together without getting married, for whatever reason, when a person 
practices homosexuality, when someone is deceptive and dishonest in their business dealings, 
when they are hateful and vengeful, or when they habitually practice any sin without remorse or 
repentance, then such a person cannot be a Christian – no matter what sort of experience they 
may have had at some point or what sort of testimony they now make. God’s word is very clear; 1 
Corinthians 6:9-10 says, “Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the 
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, 
nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor 
revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God.” In Ephesians 5:5-6 it says, “For 
this you know with certainty, that no immoral or impure person or covetous man, who 
is an idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. Let no one deceive 
you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the 
sons of disobedience.” 

The man or woman who professes to be a Christian but at the same time habitually and 
unrepentantly continues in known sin makes God out to be a liar, because His Word expressly 
denies that any such person belongs to Him. 1 John 3:6-10 says, “No one who abides in Him 
sins; no one who sins has seen Him or knows Him. Little children, make sure no one 
deceives you; the one who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous; 
the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. 
The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil. No one 
who is born of God practices sin, because His seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, 
because he is born of God. By this the children of God and the children of the devil are 
obvious; anyone who does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor the one who 
does not love his brother.” 


