
Conduct Yourselves In Fear 

1 Peter 1:17, “conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on earth” 

This morning during our men’s Bible study I shared the following quote from the late Francis 

Shaeffer, “the meaning of the word ‘Christian’ has been reduced to practically nothing.  Because 

the word Christian as a symbol has been made to mean so little, it has come to mean everything 

and nothing.” I fear the word “evangelical” is headed down this same path, if it hasn’t already 

arrived at that destination. It seems in order to be considered Christian all one has to do is darken 

the door of any church and make some loose claim of allegiance to Christ. 

This is the point that the apostle Peter is making here in 1 Peter 1:17 on the heels of his call, his 

command, for us to live in holiness in verses 14-16.  In the first part of verse 17, Peter gives us 

the reason why we are to “conduct [ourselves] in fear.” You see, if you call the “Father the 

One who impartially judges,” in other words if you call God, “God”, then there are 

consequences.  

We live in a moment in history where we put an outsized emphasis on mere words. After all, we 

now live in a culture where one can call themselves another gender, even against overwhelming 

evidence to the contrary, and it is considered true. But many so-called Christians do the same 

thing. They believe they sincerely believe that they are Christians because they say they are 

Christians. 

As Peter makes so very clear here, and as Scripture emphasizes time and time again, if we really 

want to call ourselves Christians, then we have to live like it. This is the imperative at the end of 

verse 17. We as Christians, as those who have repented of our sins and placed our trust in the 

Lord Jesus Christ as not just our Savior but as our Lord as well, we are then to act in a way that 

proves that. 

2 Corinthians 5:17 says,  

“Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; 

behold, new things have come.”  

Matthew 7:16 says, 

 “You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor 

figs from thistles, are they?”  

Brothers and Sisters, let us take seriously the command to conduct ourselves in a manner that 

glorifies God. 

 


