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Galatians 1:8-9, “But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel 

contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed! As we have said before, so 

I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, he 

is to be accursed!” 

A few years ago I was working out with a man who attended the church that I pastored at the 

time. During our workout he began singing the praises of Joel Osteen. Now those of you who 

know me well know that this was akin to being water boarded for me. I calmly tried to encourage 

him to watch other preachers and told him in no uncertain terms that Osteen was a false teacher. 

His reply to me was, “But he has 30,000 people going to his church every week. He can’t be 

wrong.” In America, we give legitimacy to people who have a large audience. This is why we 

always seem to be concerned about what an actor thinks about the latest political crisis, or what 

their opinions are on social issues. As if pretending to be someone you are not for a living gives 

you some special insight into the great issues of day. 

In his letter to the Galatians Paul is addressing the issue of the Judaizers who were misleading 

the Galatian churches into believing they needed to keep the Old Covenant Law in order to truly 

be saved. Now, the Judaizers who were misleading these dear saints most likely had some 

impressive credentials. Some of them claimed to be from the church in Jerusalem and some even 

claimed that they were authorized to teach what they were teaching by James, who was the 

leader of the church in Jerusalem. 

The particular heresy that the Judaizers were proclaiming was that of legalism. But Paul’s 

warning applies equally to the opposite perversion of the gospel that is so very prevalent in 

today’s church; antinomianism or libertinism. Both of these under the banner of “freedom in 

Christ” abandon all standards of righteousness and morality. Jude wrote of such false teachers in 

Jude 4, “For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long before hand 

marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into 

licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.” Whether it be the 

restrictions of legalism, or the permissiveness of antinomianism, or some sort of cultic 

perversion, any teaching that adds to or takes away from God’s revealed truth is a distortion of 

the gospel and perverts the nature and the work of Jesus Christ. 

This is why Paul so boldly declares in here in verse 8, “But even if we, or an angel from 

heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be 

accursed!” This is an unheard of statement. Paul is saying that if any of his associates or himself 

were to change the teaching of the gospel, the Galatians should not listen to them but were to 

treat them like the heretics they would be. Then he says that even “an angel from heaven” is to 

be completely rejected if they were preaching “a gospel contrary to what we have preached to 

you.” 

Now Paul is using some holy hyperbole here. He would never have changed his teaching, 

and “an angel” who was truly “from heaven” could not teach anything that is contrary to God’s 

revealed truth.  The point that Paul is making is that no messenger, no matter how supposedly 

godly and good, is to be believed or followed if their teaching does not square with God’s 



revealed Word. The truth outranks anyone’s credentials, and every teacher or preacher must be 

evaluated on the basis of what he says, not on who he is. 

Most false systems that seem to attract so much of a following in the church today appeal to 

people emotionally through love, brotherhood, unity, and harmony. Many false teachers are 

popular because they seem to be warm and pleasant and claim to have great love for God and for 

others. These distortions of the gospel by such appealing personalities is why Paul wrote in 2 

Corinthians 11:14, “No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.” 

Recently I had a dear brother/pastor relate to me some of the troubles he is having in the church 

he is currently serving in. He had been told by an older woman in his church that he was dark 

and that his messages were “uninspiring.” “I just wish you would preach more inspirational 

messages,” she told him. This is code for “lay off the Bible!” I have heard the same things said 

about myself and others. “You aren’t loving pastor,” or “You’re always angry,” or my favorite, 

“Where’s the hope?”  So many of the people in churches today have bought into the false 

teachings that are promoted by very pleasant personalities who do not preach the at times stark 

truths of Scripture. The thinking of most people is that if it divides or causes problems in a 

church then it cannot be right. But Jesus said, “I did not come to bring peace, but a sword.” 

In verse 9 Paul reiterates what he said in verse 8, “As we have said before, so I say again now, 

if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be 

accursed!” Paul’s repetition here merely reflects his passion for gospel truth. 

False teachers not only should not be believed or followed but should be left to God’s judgment 

to “be accursed.” The word “accursed” translates from the Greek word anathema, which refers 

to that which is to be devoted to destruction. John wrote in 2 John 7, 10-11: “For many 

deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as 

coming in the flesh. This is the deceiver and the antichrist…If anyone comes to you and 

does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into your house, and do not give him a 

greeting; for the one who gives him a greeting participates in his evil deeds.” 

What does this mean? It means that Christians are not to have anything to do with false teachers 

or false systems, no matter what their credentials might be. It is both equally naïve and 

unscriptural to believe, for example, that by attending or partnering with a church that denies the 

Bible and distorts the gospel somehow gives a believer the opportunity to be a positive influence 

for the Lord. Even a leader like Timothy, as well trained as he was in divine truth, was warned 

by Paul to stay away from error and to concentrate on the pure truth of God. 1 Timothy 4:7 

says, “But have nothing to do with worldly fables…” In 2 Timothy 2:15-17 Paul wrote, “Be 

diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be 

ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth. But avoid worldly and empty chatter, for 

it will lead to further ungodliness, and their talk will spread like gangrene…” 

For a genuinely saved Christian to subject themselves to false teaching, no matter how orthodox 

their own convictions might be, is to disobey God and to compromise and to weaken one’s own 

testimony and tolerate distortion of the grace of God in Christ. Brothers and sisters, let us be as 

clear as we can be with the truth of the Gospel. 

 

 


