
“I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace 

of Christ, for a different gospel; which is really not another; only there are some 

who are disturbing you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. But even if we, 

or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have 

preached to you, he is to be accursed! As we have said before, so I say again now, 

if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be 

accursed!”                                                                                                 Galatians 1:6-9 

 

We live in a culture, and by culture I mean evangelical culture, where there seems to be mass confusion 
about what the gospel really is. The writer of Ecclesiastes tells us that there is nothing new under the sun 
and that is certainly true when it comes to theological confusion. We see here in the Book of Galatians that 
there was confusion in the first century and there is confusion yet today. 
 

One of the burdens I and many of you have in regards to the church today is the issue of false teaching which 
is so prevalent; the apostle Paul shared that same concern. In fact, I think it can be argued that in regards 
to the life of the churches, Paul had no greater concern or fear than that which involved false doctrine. The 
reason for this was because when there is false doctrine being taught, ungodly behavior is almost sure to 
follow. 
 

Satan’s foremost target for false teaching is the doctrine of salvation. If people are confused about salvation, 
then they have no way of coming to God and therefore remain under Satan’s influence and sway. Satan 
promotes all sorts of lies: lies about church organization, Christian living, the Lord’s return, and a whole 
laundry list of other things. But his primary focus is to undermine the heart of the gospel, which is salvation 
by grace, which is only made possible by the Person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

Peter writes in 2 Peter 2:1-2, “But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will 
also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying 
the Master who brought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves. Many will follow 
their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned.” The most destructive 
of all false teaching and heresy is the “denying of the Master,” The Lord God incarnate, Jesus Christ. 
 

So why do men and women promote a false gospel? Because usually they are more concerned with popularity 
than with the truth of God’s Word. Truth divides, and if you are going to faithfully preach and teach and live 
by the truth of God’s Word you must be prepared to not be very well liked. Jesus said in Matthew 10:34, “Do 
not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not come to bring peace, but a sword.” 
The false teachers concern is not to serve the Lord and to minister to His people faithfully, but “...to make 
a good showing in the flesh” as it says in Galatians 6:12, and to gain a following for themselves.  
 

Acts 20:30 says, “and from among your own self’s men will arise, speaking perverse things, to 
draw away the disciples after them.” They also often are in it for money, for greed.  
 

2 Peter 2:3 says, “and in their greed they will exploit you with false words; their judgment from 
long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep.” Verse 14 of that same chapter says, “having 
eyes full of adultery that never cease to sin, enticing unstable souls, having a heart trained in 
greed, accursed children.” 
 

It was just these types of accursed false teachers who were plaguing the Galatian church and I fear plaguing 
the church today. The book of Galatians is the only letter that Paul writes in which he does not begin by 
giving the church a commendation. Instead after a very brief greeting he immediately launches into the 
reason for his writing; which was his concern and befuddlement about the false teachers who were 
undercutting the gospel of grace that he had so very carefully preached and expounded on while he ministered 
to the Galatians. 

  



 

Paul was deeply grieved, as are we that the truth of God’s sovereign and gracious offer of redemption through 
the atoning sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ alone was being and is being corrupted by the false teaching of 
salvation by works. In Paul’s day it was the false teaching that a Gentile had to become a Jew through 
circumcision and through ceremony before he could really be considered a Christian. Today this works based 
salvation takes many different forms: baptism, communion, joining a church, saying a prayer, walking an 
aisle etc. 
 

As we continue to look at Galatians 1:6-9, we will see that Paul gives us three features of the strong and 
Biblical opposition to this heresy.  
 
I pray this will be a blessing to you. 
 


