
 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven,  
but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter.”     Matt 7:21 
 

Over the next (probably several weeks) we will be looking at what I personally believe to be one of 
the most chilling passages of Scripture, Matthew 7:21-29. In this passage our Lord Jesus Christ is still 
giving an invitation –as He is calling people from their false religion to the truth of the Kingdom of 
God. Jesus has said in verse 14 that few enter through the narrow gate of salvation because first of all 
it must be found. This implies that the kingdom of heaven must be sought after and searched for. No 
one stumbles aimlessly into the kingdom by accident. Second, the narrow and demanding way of 
salvation is the polar opposite of the way of the world, which is broad, easy, and self-indulgent. Third, 
the narrow gate into the kingdom, requires one to enter alone and naked, taking no possessions, no 
works, nor pride, and no self-righteousness. Fourth, as the Lord mentions in the parallel passage in 
Luke 13:24, we must strive to enter in deep sorrow and brokenness of heart. Fifth, false teachers 
have to be avoided, because they deceive many people by luring them into the broad way that leads 
to destruction. 
 

In verse 21 Jesus begins to give us the final reason why so very precious few enter the “narrow 
gate” of salvation and it is the scariest of them all: self-deception. The two categories of self-
deception are those who make a mere verbal profession of faith, the other category is of those who 
have a mere intellectual knowledge of salvation. The first, deals with those who say but do not do in 
verses 21-23, the second involves those who hear but do not do in verses 24-27. 
In these verses Jesus is not talking to the obviously lost. He’s not speaking to those who are apathetic 
about religion, or to agnostics and atheists. Nor was he talking to pagans, heretics, or apostates. He is 
speaking specifically to people who were very serious about religion – but who are deluded in thinking 
they are on the road to heaven when they are really on the broad boulevard to hell. They believe that 
they really believe. These are the people that Paul refers to 2 Timothy 3:5 when he writes of 
them “holding to a form of godliness.” 
 

Time and time again opinion survey’s here in the United States confirm that around fifty percent of 
Americans identify themselves as born–again Christians. But we know that this number cannot 
possibly be true when we consider the Bible’s description of genuine believers and the fact that, as it 
says in Matthew 7:14, few really come to true genuine salvation on God’s terms. If we take into 
account Scriptural standards, then it is really difficult to believe that even half of the church in the 
United States is really saved. 
 

So what are the things that lull people into this self-deception about the most important of issues? 
First of all many professing Christians – and even many true Christians – hold to a false doctrine of 
assurance. Often it is because the person who witnessed to them told them that all they had to do 
was make a profession of faith, walk an aisle, raise a hand, say a prayer, and then never ever doubt 
that they were saved. They may have even been taught to never question their salvation. This is one 
of the things which I have found, through personal experience, makes so-called Christians the 
angriest. People do not want their salvation questioned by themselves or by anyone else. 
Unfortunately, many evangelists, pastors, and ministry workers attempt to certify a person’s salvation 
apart from the convicting work of the Holy Spirit and the evidence of fruit with continuance in 
obedience to the Word. John 8:31 Jesus says, 
 

 

 “If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine.”  
 

That is the measure of salvation. It is spiritual malpractice to assure a person of something that we 
cannot be certain is true. God’s own Holy Spirit will witness His reality to those who are truly His. 
Romans 8:14-16 tells us this, 



 “For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. For you 
have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have 
received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, ‘Abba! Father!’ The 
Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God.” 

 

In 2 Peter 1:3-11 Peter makes it very clear to his reader that when one is called and chosen by God 
that salvation is made secure or is evidenced by ever increasing qualities of fruitfulness. This 
fruitfulness demonstrates the reality, the genuineness of our salvation and this fruitfulness in turn 
eliminates our doubts. Our Lord Jesus teaches us that some people appear to be saved but they are 
not, this is the entire point of the Parable of the Sower in Matthew 13. Quick and easy assurance can 
be deceiving. 
 

Tomorrow we will look at the second thing that leads to this self-deception. 
 


