
BEING HOLY 

1 Peter 1:15, “but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your 

behavior.” 

I love good, clean comedy and one of my favorite bits is from a comedian named Sebastian 

Maniscalco in which he talks about how when someone comes to your door today your reaction 

is much different than it was say thirty years ago. Thirty years ago, or more, you were excited 

when someone stopped by; you had “company!” Today you crouch down into the army crawl 

and act like you’re not home. In that bit, Sebastian talks about his mother having Entemann’s 

Coffee cake and she always made a point of telling them that the cake was set aside for 

“company” and they were not to touch it. 

This is, in a sense, what it means to be “holy” as Peter is writing about in verse 15. First of all 

Peter makes the point that “the Holy One” has “called” us in salvation. We are saved by the 

calling, the purpose, the election of the “Holy One” and because of that truth and that wonderful 

reality, we are to be “like the Holy One.” 

Far too often though, people make a profession of Christ but then go back to living lives that are 

anything but holy. The word “holy” is translated from the Greek word hagios and it means 

“sacred or holy.” The sense of the word is of something that is being set aside for a very special 

purpose, just like that Entemann’s cake is set aside just for “company.” 

So, because we have been saved, we have been “called,” we have been elected by God for 

salvation we are to live lives that are set apart. The rest of verse 15 says that we are to “be holy 

yourselves also in your behavior.” We are to conduct ourselves in our daily lives in a matter that 

speaks to our new nature in Christ as holy beings. This is why Paul wrote in 2 

Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed 

away; behold, new things have come.” 

In today’s evangelical environment there seems to be an outsized emphasis on the freedom a 

Christian has in Christ but there is very little emphasis on the fact that the new Christian is now 

a  “new creature.” As such our lives are to be lives that speak to our salvation, to the change that 

God has worked in our hearts and that change is then borne out in our behavior. 

The next verse, verse 16 says, “YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY.” Peter is quoting 

Leviticus 19:2 here to remind us of the simplicity of all of this. Once we are saved, we belong to 

Him and because of that we are to be holy because He is Holy. 

Let’s endeavor to prayerfully live lives of humble holiness so as to draw attention to the Holy 

God who saved us. 

 


