
 “I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the 
grace of Christ, for a different gospel.”    Galatians 1:6  

Many of you know that one of the burdens that God has placed on my heart is a burden for the lost in 
our churches. I have experienced the reality of unsaved church members and attenders time and time 
again in my years in ministry. Why is this so? I often ask myself this question; it is because we, the 
church, and pastors, are not clear about what the gospel is. We either add to it saying that in order to 
truly be saved one must do this, or do that; fill out this card, pray this prayer, be baptized. Or we take 
away from the gospel by downgrading the seriousness of our sin, and sometimes we do both. We say 
all you have to do is pray this prayer and you will be saved and then you can go on living your life the 
way you always have. The gospel of grace alone, by faith alone, in Christ alone seems to be so readily 
abandoned and by people (like the Galatians here) who should know better. The result is untold 
thousands of people sitting in churches or on church rolls who really believe that they really believe. 
The apostle Paul was dealing with much the same issue as he writes to the churches in the region of 
Galatia. Paul says here in verse 6 that he is “amazed.” The word “amazed” is translated to mean “to 
be astounded and bewildered.”  Paul was “amazed,” bewildered, and astounded that the Galatians 
were abandoning the gospel which had been graciously given to them by God through the apostle’s 
teaching. Apparently they hadn’t wasted much time in doing this either as Paul writes that they 
had “so quickly” deserted the gospel. 
 

Not only were they deserting the gospel but they were “deserting Him who called you.” They were 
deserting God. You see when we preach or believe some gospel other than the gospel of the Bible then 
we are in reality abandoning God. The Galatians should have known better, after all they had been 
taught the gospel by the greatest gospel teacher, other than Christ, the Apostle Paul. Despite this they 
rejected the truth. 
 

We must always guard the truth in our hearts. It doesn’t matter what seminary a pastor has attended, 
it doesn’t matter what great teacher you have had, you must always vigilantly guard the gospel. How 
do we do this? By constantly immersing ourselves in God’s Word and measuring every teaching up 
against God’s Word. There is an unbelievably great need for preaching and teaching that continually 
repeats the truths of the gospel, over and over again.  
 

2 Peter 1:12-15 says, “Therefore, I will always be ready to remind you of these 
things, even though you already know them, and have been established in the 
truth which is present with you. I consider it right, as long as I am in this earthly 
dwelling, to stir you up by way of reminder, knowing that the laying aside of my 
earthly dwelling is imminent, as also our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me. 
And I will also be diligent that at any time after my departure you will be able to 
call these things to mind.”  

 
Our ministry is the ministry or reminder. We must constantly marinate in God’s Word so we will not 
forget that He is the way, the truth and the life and that there is no other way. 
 

The Galatians and many today are “deserting” God, “who called you by the grace of 
Christ.” The “grace of Christ” is divine redemption which is totally and completely apart from any 
work of man or any merit man might have. Ephesians 2:8-10 is a great reminder of this truth: “For by 
grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 
not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.”  



Titus 3:5 says, “He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in 
righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and 
renewing by the Holy Spirit.” 
 

“The grace of Christ” is God’s free and sovereign act of love and mercy in granting salvation through 
the death and resurrection of Jesus, apart from anything we are or can do, and of His sustaining that 
salvation to our glorification. It is ridiculous to accept God’s gracious gift of salvation and then turn 
around and try and maintain righteousness through human effort, ceremonies, and ritual. 
This is what much of the church has done in our day and age. We either add to the gospel by 
demanding works or deeds; or we take away from the gospel by downgrading the grievous nature of 
our sin. My prayer is that we will always look to God’s word for truth, not to the philosophies of man. 
As we share the gospel let us be bold in sharing the entire truth of the wonderful news that God has 
saved sinners from their sin through the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Let us boldly 
call sinners to repentance as Peter did in Acts 2:38 and let us reject compromising the truth in the 
name of tolerance. Let us preach His truth because it tells us in Romans 10:17 that “faith comes by 
hearing and hearing by the word of Christ.” 
 


