
How To Apply Submission 

 “Honor all people, love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king.” 1 Peter 2:17 

In the cultural environment which we find ourselves in today, the concept of submitting to anyone seems 

outdated and irrelevant. But as Christians we are called to much more than relevance, we are called to what 

John MacArthur calls “Evangelistic Citizenship” and part of that is submitting to others. 

Here in 1 Peter 2:17 the apostle summarizes the demand he had made for submission to authority into four 

practical and applicable dimensions of life. First of all, as believers we are to “honor all people” everyone, 

every single person. Genesis 1:26 tells us that everyone is made in the image of God and because of this 

they are due some level of respect. In the day and time in which Peter lived, most people viewed slaves as 

nonpersons with zero rights. But Peter tells his readers that they were not to treat anyone that way. 

Colossians 4:1 says, “Masters, grant to your slaves justice and fairness, knowing that you too have a 

Master in heaven.” Christians are not to discriminate against any person based on their race, nationality, 

economic status, or gender. Romans 2:11says, “For there is no partiality with God,” so there should 

be “no partiality” on our part. This does not however, mean that we are supposed to ignore authority and 

social structures or that we are to have a mindless tolerance for anyone and any type of behavior. It does 

however mean that we are to show proper respect for everyone as individuals who are made in the image of 

God. 

The second application of submission is that Christians “love the brotherhood.” We are to demonstrate to 

the world around us that we love fellows Christians. The apostle John wrote about this numerous times. In 

John 13:34-35 Jesus said, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have 

loved you, that you also love one another. By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you 

have love for one another.” John 15:12 says, “This is My commandment, that you love one another, just 

as I have loved you.” 1 John 3:23 says, “This is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His 

Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as He commanded us.” 1 John 5:1 says, “Whoever believes 

that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and whoever loves the Father loves the child born of Him.” 
The third application regarding submission is that we are to “fear God.” How does that look? It means that 

we are to trust Him in all circumstances, no matter how difficult they are. 1 Peter 5:7 says that we are 

to “cast all [our] anxiety on Him, because He cares for [us].” Christians are to worship Him as the 

sovereign One who orchestrates everything according to His will. Matthew 6:33-34 reminds us, “But seek 

first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will added to you. So do not worry about 

tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.” Proverbs 19:21 

says, “Many plans are in a man’s heart, but the counsel of the LORD will stand.” 
The final application that Peter gives us here is that we are to “honor the king” which brings us back to the 

basic command of verse 13. This also correlates with Paul’s teaching in Romans 13, especially verse 

7, “Render to all what is due them: tax to whom tax is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; 

honor to whom honor.” As God’s ordained agent for carrying out the purposes of government, the king, 

queen, president, or prime minister is worthy of the respect with God mandates. 
When we as Christians give heed to this passage here, it gives genuine credibility to our faith. Submission 

to civil authority is an implementation of “evangelistic citizenship.” This reminds us of what Jesus said in  

Matthew 5:14-16 in the Sermon on the Mount,  
 

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; nor does anyone light a 

lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the 

house. Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and 

glorify your Father who is in heaven.” 



 


