
What To Watch For: Followers 

 “Every tree that does not bear fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”  Matthew 7:19  

The last way that we can identify false teachers is by who it is that follows them. False teachers 

seem to attract those who are very similar to them; they are superficial, self-centered, and 

unscriptural in their orientation. 2 Peter 2:2 says,  

 

“Many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be 

maligned.”  

False teachers have a multitude of followers because they are teaching what most people desire to 

hear and believe. 2 Timothy 4:3 tells us,  

 

“For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to 

have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance 

with their own desires.” 

 

So the followers of false teachers tend to be just like the false teachers: egotistical, proud, self-

centered, self-indulgent, self-willed, and self-satisfied, while all the while being religious. They will 

be very much oriented towards self and also toward a group, but they are never oriented toward God 

or His Word. 

False teachers are not ordained by God, but He has certainly ordained that they exist. Paul writes in 1 

Corinthians 11:19,  

 

“For there must also be factions among you, so that those who are approved may 

become evident among you.”  

Groups of people who are attracted to false teaching and teachers will attract others who are like 

minded. In this round-about way they help to protect true believers by separating the wheat from the 

chaff. 

But there are true and genuine followers of Christ who are carnal and worldly and they are also 

attracted to and corrupted by false teachers. They become, inadvertently, grapes on thorn bushes and 

figs on thistles. Generally speaking, however, false teachers attract unregenerate believers, and in that 

way act as sort of a negative protection on the true church. 

2 Thessalonians 2:10-12 says that false teachers and their followers do, 

 

 “not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved. For this reason God will send upon 

them a deluding influence so that they will believe what is false, in order that they all may 

be judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in what is false, in order that 

they all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness.”  

Ultimately though, as it says in Matthew 7:19 God makes sure that 

 “every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”  

In 2 Peter 2:1 it says that false teachers will bring “swift destruction upon themselves.” 

Jesus finishes this very powerful section with a return to verse 16 in verse 20, 



 “So then, you will know them by their fruits.” 

 Our Lord Jesus Christ is calling us to be discerning when listening to preachers and authors who call 

us to a way that is broad and sounds really good but only leads to death and eternity in hades. 


