
Fervently Love One Another 

1 Peter 1:22, “Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere 

love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart.” 

Late yesterday afternoon our youngest daughter Amanda married her Robert. There was sort of a 

finality to all of this that catches one by surprise. Cheri, Amanda, Natalie, and Andrea (Ryan’s wife) 

had been planning this wedding for almost six months and suddenly it was all over in twenty minutes. 

We of course enjoyed the reception and celebrated Robert and Amanda and God’s sovereign purpose 

in calling them together, and we enjoyed reconnecting with our family. 

As our guests were leaving last evening one of Cheri’s cousins and I were talking about the concept 

of love. In preparation for Robert and Amanda’s wedding I had read in a commentary that the word 

“love” as it is used in the New Testament is almost always rendered as a verb. In the West we tend to 

think of love as more of a noun, as a state of being, as an emotion, as something that occurs 

seemingly by accident. But in the New Testament it is almost always used as a way to denote action. 

One of the anecdotes that I read and then used in the ceremony was of a couple who had been married 

for 35 years and every morning of those 35 years the wife had given her husband a grapefruit for 

breakfast. One morning she realized that she was out of grapefruit and apologized profusely to her 

husband. He smiled at her and said, “That’s okay, I never much like grapefruit anyway.” You see he 

took the action, every morning for 35 years, of enduring grapefruit because that is sometimes what 

love does. 

The other interesting thing about the concept of love as it is rendered in the Bible is it most often 

refers to how we are to love one another in the Body of Christ. Recently I have been reading through 

the book of 1 John and this morning the following verse stood out to me in 1 John 5:1, 

 “Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and whoever loves the 

Father loves the child born of Him.”  

The emphasis in 1 John 5:1 is the same as the emphasis here in 1 Peter 1:22. If a person is genuinely 

saved they will love God’s children. 

1 Peter 1:22 says, “Since you have in obedience to the truth.” If you are saved you have obeyed the 

clear command of God to repent of your sins and believe in Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior. If 

you are saved then the Holy Spirit has been at work and is at work in your heart to purify you and to 

enable you to love others in a sincere fashion. Romans 5:5 says, 

 “the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who 

was given to us.” 

So because of this reality in our lives we are without excuse and we are to be obedient to this 

command to “fervently love one another from the heart.” Our heart has been radically changed by 

God as He has justified us and then as He sanctifies us through the work of the Holy Spirit. Because 

of that we are able to love one another. 

Remember then that real love is not the love of the world which is almost wholly emotional and often 

time very selfish. The love of the Bible, the love that we are to have for one another is a love that is 

acted out “fervently” in big and small ways every single day within the Body of Christ. 

 


