
 “Which is really not another; only there are some who are disturbing you and want to 
distort the gospel of Christ.”       Galatians 1:7  
 
We live in an age and a moment in church history when sadly the gospel that was given is being 
distorted. This has caused untold confusion in the church and has given untold numbers of people a 
false assurance of salvation. 
 
In Paul’s day, the issue he was facing was that of the Judaizers. These were Jewish Christians who 
were teaching that the grace of God was not enough for salvation. Their misguided belief was that in 
order to truly be saved, one must follow all of the old covenant law, and they really seemed to focus 
on the practice of circumcision. As you might imagine this caused no small amount of controversy in 
the early church and the churches in Galatia seemed to have succumbed to this false teaching. 
 
What the Judaizers were teaching was assumed to be a form of the gospel by those in the Galatian 
churches. But Paul makes it very clear here in verse 7 that this was no gospel at all. Paul states 
that “which is really not another” is not a gospel at all. There is no other gospel, there is only one 
message of the good news of the gospel, which is the gospel of salvation by God’s sovereign grace 
working through a person’s faith in Jesus. Any message that is either more or less than that is not the 
good news in any sense. 
 
The word “another” is translated from the Greek word albs, and it refers to something of the exact 
same kind. The point that Paul is trying to get across is that much of what the Judaizers taught 
matched up with that of the true gospel. They no doubt were affirming that Jesus was the Son of 
God, that He was the Messiah that was prophesied of by the Old Testament prophets, and that He 
was a great worker of miracles. They would have believed that He was crucified and that He was 
resurrected and that salvation demanded a belief in Him. But on top of that they also taught that to 
really be right with God and to maintain the righteous salvation a person must conform to all the laws 
of the Old Covenant. 
 
Why is this a big deal? Why is it a big deal when false teachers do this today? Because it undercuts 
the power of the true gospel, God’s sovereign, saving, and enabling grace. By adding works to 
salvation the Judaizers had subtly but completely undermined the gospel of God’s grace, of which Paul 
makes very clear there “is really not another.” This was the opposite of the gospel, the good news, 
because man cannot maintain his right relationship to God by self-effort and good works. The man or 
woman who is genuinely saved will produce good works as a result of God’s saving grace and power 
working in him or her.  Ephesians 2:10 says: 

 “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.”  

However, we do not do good works to earn or to keep our salvation. 
 
Because of this deception, false teachers like the Judiazers here in Galatians, are even more 
dangerous that someone who openly rejects “the Jesus is the Christ” and thereby are clearing 
identifying themselves with the work of Satan. 1 John 2:22 says: 

 “Who is the liar but the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the 
antichrist, the one who denies the Father and the Son.”  

False teachings that fly under the Christian banner always distort the nature and the work of Jesus 
Christ. Those who deny Christ altogether are easily seen as the unbelievers that they are; but those 
who claim to teach and to follow Christ while all the while undermining the gospel of His grace are 



way more dangerous – because they give the appearance of leading people to Christ while they are 
actually building a wall between the sinner and salvation by grace. 
 
Paul continues and says that “there are some who are disturbing you…” “Are disturbing” is 
from the Greek word tarasso which is translated to mean to shake back and forth and therefore to 
agitate and stir up. This denotes a deep emotional disturbance and it refers to having an unsettled 
mind. 
 
Although the churches in Galatia were oblivious to it, these churches were being shaken to the very 
foundations by the false teaching of these unregenerate Judaizers, who were acknowledging the basic 
truths of Jesus Christ but were spiritually “disturbing” and therefore subverting the believers by 
adding works to grace, which is to completely “distort the gospel of Christ.” The word “distort” is 
from the Greek word metastrepho which carries the idea of turning something into its opposite, of 
reversing and thereby perverting it. You see, the smallest and least little bit of the law that is added to 
the “gospel of Christ” reverses its character and turns it into that which is contrary to God’s 
gracious and merciful provision of salvation and sanctification which is based on the merits of His 
sinless and sin-bearing Son, Jesus Christ. 
 
Law does not just change grace a wee bit, it completely reverses it and destroys it. As a means of 
salvation, the two are completely and diametrically opposed and cannot exist together. Grace can be 
destroyed, but it cannot be modified. It can be rejected, but it cannot be changed. Paul writes later in 
Galatians 5:2-4: 

 “Behold I, Paul, say to you that if you receive circumcision, Christ will be of 
no benefit to you. And I testify again to every man who receives circumcision, 
that he is under obligation to keep the whole Law. You have been severed 
from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from 
grace.” 

Whenever the gospel is perverted the church becomes unsettled, and this is what we see in our day. 
To change the message of grace is to choke and eventually asphyxiate the Body of Christ. Paul wrote 
to his friend Titus in Titus 1:10-11, “For there are many rebellious men, empty talkers and 
deceivers, especially those of the circumcision, who must be silenced because they are 
upsetting whole families, teaching things they should not teach for the sake of sordid 
gain.” 
 
The greatest enemies of the church are not those who completely contradict the Bible and denounce 
Christ but instead it is those who are servants of Satan who, proposing to speak in the name of Christ, 
subtly undermine and distort His true gospel with a system of works righteousness. 
 


