
 “Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but 
inwardly are ravenous wolves.”     Matthew 7:15  

 

When I first went into the ministry as paid part-time staff, I assumed that the bulk of the resistance I 
would face would come from those outside the church. I never imagined that most of the opposition 
that I would face in ministry would come from inside the church. One of the issues that seems to get 
people very riled up is when you question their devotion to a prominent false teacher. 
 

Most churches, and I mean evangelical churches, are what I will call “theologically fractured.” By this I 
mean to say that they believe a lot of different things and nothing at all, all at the same time. In 
addition to that a good chunk of the church today doesn’t really know what they believe. I was just 
reading an article the other day by a professor at a well-known Bible college who said that half of their 
students do not believe in the bodily resurrection? How does this happen and what is the result? It 
happens because most churches do not give their congregants a steady weekly diet of God’s Word. 
The result is that people don’t know what they believe so they end up believing just about anything 
that flies a Christian banner. 
 

Time and time again in Scripture we are warned to be very careful of false teaching and those who 
propagate it. Right here in Matthew 7:15 Jesus gives us this very warning, “Beware of the false 
prophets.” The Greek word here for “false prophets” is pseudoprophetes, the word pseudo means 
something that is not real, something or someone who is posing as something they are not. These 
men and women are posing as true Christian teachers, preachers, authors and speakers but they do 
not represent the word of God. They are pseudoprophetes! 
 

Jesus uses the word “beware” which is translated from the Greek word prosecho and it means to 
“hold to, turn to, attend to.” In other words, the Lord is telling us to pay attention to those who pose 
as prophets of truth but are not. This isn’t the only time Jesus mentions this though.  
 

In Matthew 24:11 He says,  
 

“Many false prophets will arise and will mislead many.” Verse 24 of that same 
chapter says, “For false Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great 
signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect.”  
 

Luke 6:26 says, 
 “Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for their fathers used to treat the 
false prophets in the same way.”  

 

That is the genesis of many false teachers, they want to be well thought of so they appeal to what 
men and women want to hear, not what they need to hear. In fact, a good test of your preaching and 
teaching is: do people think you’re great? Does the message you preach cause people to resist what is 
being taught? If it does, then you are on the right track. 
 

2 Peter 2:1 warns, 
 

“But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false 
teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even 
denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon 
themselves.”  

 

1 John 4:1 says,  
 

“Beloved, do not believe every spirit; but test the spirits to see whether they 
are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.”  

 

And therein lies the problem with the church today; it has failed to preach and teach the Word of God 
thus it has failed to equip the saints. Most people in church are not prepared or able to “test the 
spirits.”  Tomorrow we will look at what some of the characteristics of false teachers are today’s 



world.  In the meantime, let us covenant together to make God’s Word our litmus test of all teaching 
that we come across. Remember, just because it is labeled “Christian” does not mean it is Biblical. 


